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PREFACE

HIGHWAY SIGNS FOR SAINTS seeks to explode the idea that “saints” are relics of a bygone era, that
clergymen are the only ministers, and that vocation is restricted to one's job. Saints are not relics of the past,
btnﬂesh-and-bioodpeopleM!ohavec.omeintoanewrelaﬁMpwiﬂ\Godthm:ghfaithinJosusChrist.
Clergymen are not the only ministers in the Church. They are the “equippers of the saints for their work of
ministry.” Vocation is pot limited to one’s job or occupation. It applies to one's total life situation and caries
the deeper implications of one's calling in relationship to God.

These are not some newfangled ideas that have just surfaced in recent years. These ideas are rooted
deeply in Scripture, in the history of Christianity and in the theology of the Church. They are a part of God's
master plan that is moving toward its final fulfillment in Jesus Christ. This realization adds a new dimension
to the humdrum routines of everyday living and gives new life and zeal to the sensitive Christian.

Following the pattem of many of St. Pauf's letters, HIGHWAY SIGNS FOR SAINTS is divided into two
parts: the “doctrinal” and the “practical.” Part | deals with the nature of saints and their sainthood. Saints
are identified as real people like ourselves, gualified by God's call to service, and edified by God's Word and
sacraments. Their sainthood is verified as they display the distinctly Christian style of life, making visible
in their lives the invisible life of God within them. And it cuiminates as they are glorified in keeping with the
plan that God has ordained for them.

Part || deals with specific areas into which the saints go marching out. A saint's ministry begins within
the fellowship of the Church. But from there it reaches out into the home, the community, the campus, one’s
work, and wherever else Christians may find themselves. Along the way they see “highway signs” giving
them direction, warning, and encouragement, providing a “high” way for living as opposed to a “low” way.
These signs will also guide the way in the pages that follow.

Unless otherwise noted, the quotations from Scripture are from the Revised Standard Version of the
Bible. St. Paul's Letter to the Ephesians provides the framework for the entire book. Also, the language in
some quotations from various authors has been slightly revised to make it more gender inclusive. These
revisions are indicated by brackets.
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Chapter One — SAINTS IDENTIFIED Welcome To

“So then you are no longer strangers and sojoumers,
but you are fellow citizens with the SAINTS and
members of the housshold of God.” Ephesians 2:19 SAINTSVILLE

Greetings, Saint (fill in your own name)! That's not a compliment on your saintly behavior. You know
that, and your friends know it too.

But you ARE a saint! The title is yours, not because you have eamed it but because of what God has
done TO and THROUGH and FOR you in the person of His Son, Jesus Christ. The word “saint” as used in
the New Testament does not refer to a person who lives a sinless life. It rather refers to a person who has
been set apart by God for a purpose!

Sinner-Saints

The word “saint” and the word “holy” both come from the same Greek root. Both mean “set apart,”
specifically, “set apart for a purpose.” The real intent of the term comes through clearly in the First Epistle
of Peter: "But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy [set apart] nation, God's own people.”
Purpose: “that you may declare the wonderful deeds of Him who called you out of darkness into His
marvelous light." (1 Peter 2:9)

Who belongs to this chosen race, this royal priesthood, this “set apart™ nation that the apostie talks about?
The Bible's answer is clear: people who have come into a new and living relationship with God through faith
in the Lord Jesus Christ. These people, according to Scripture, are “saints!” The Apostie Paul addresses
his letter to the Christians at Ephesus and says: “To the SAINTS who are also faithful in Christ Jesus.”
(Ephesians 1:1)

Now these were not sinless people to whom Paul was writing. They did not live in isolation
uncontaminated by the world. They were sinners, weighted down with the temptations of the flesh. And yet
the apostie calls them "saints” because they had been set apart by God for a purpose: to declare the
wonderful deeds of Him who had called them out of the darkness of sin into the marvelous light of His
forgiveness and grace.

So, welcome to Saintsville! You too are a saint! What is more, you are a MINISTER!
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Who? Me? A Minister?

“So all right. I'm a saint according to the New Testament. But what's this about being a minister?”

That's right. You are a minister! You have been baptized into Christ. You are a member of His body,
the Church. You are a saint in the New Testament sense of the word, and THAT makes you a minister!

“But | thought ministers went to seminaries, studied Greek and Hebrew, and wore clerical collars.”

Yes, they too are ministers with special duties and functions to perform. They serve a God-ordained role
as leaders in Christ's Church. However, that does not mean they are the only ministers in the Church. Every
Christian has been called to serve. And that is precisely what it means to be a minister. Ministers are
sefvants!

The Universal Priesthood

Since the days of the Reformation the Protestant Church has talked a lot about “the universal priesthood
of all believers.” This idea, rooted deep in the pages of Scripture (remember the “royal priesthood” of 1 Peter
2:9), has very often been taken to mean that every Christian is a priest before God and can go directly to
God for forgiveness without any kind of intermediary. This, of course, is true. But like so many truths, it tells
only half the story.

The universal priesthood of all believers is not just a privilege. It is more than a hot-ine to God for your
personal use. It is also a responsibility! You are to be a priest to others as you share the good news of God's
forgiveness and render service to them.

The Role of the Pastor

“Hold on a minute! If it is true that ALL Christians are ministers and priests, then where does the pastor
come in?"

That's a good question. Pastors are not distinguished from other Christian priests and ministers by rank
or order but by function and service. Their special task s to equip feflow priests for their work of ministry.
This is what the Apostie Paul had in mind when he wrote: “His gifts were that some should be aposties, some
prophets, some evangelists, some pastors and teachers, for the equipment of the saints, for the work of
ministry, for building up the body of Christ.” (Ephesians 4:11-12)

Biblical scholars are agreed that the comma between the word “saints” and “for” in both the King James
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Version and the Revised Standard Version of the Bible should not be there. The text should rather read: “for
the equipment of the SAINTS for the work of MINISTRY." There you have the pastor's role defined. The
pastor is 10 equip the saints for their work of ministry!

This of course completely reverses the picture you ordinarily get when you think of the Christian ministry.
Usually you think of the “perscn with the collar” as being the one who carries on the work of ministry while
other Christians are in a supporting role. The New Testament, however, places every Christian on the front
lines of ministry. The pastor is in a supporting role. The pastor is in the quartermaster corps, as it were,
supplying fellow Christians with needed supplies. The pastor equips the saints for their work of ministry,
outfitting them for the battle. If pastors should ever decide to form a union, they could probably do no better
than to call themselives “The Outfitters Union!”

Gathered To Be Scattered

The interplay between pastor and saints is sometimes described in terms of the gathered and the
scaftered church. In the gathered church with its emphasis on worship and education and organizational life,
the pastor is the chief minister and the lay members are assistants. But out where the Christian encounters
the world the chief minister is the individual Christian. In home or office, on the street or in the shop, in the
school or in the university, or wherever the work of the world is going on, the individual Christian IS the
Church in that situation and must be the minister of Christ there. This is the real frontier or “cutting edge”
of the Church. And in this aspect of the Church's work the person with the collar is the assistant, the
resource person, the outfitter, the equipper of the saints!
Faith Active In Love

As a Christian you are not just a museum piece for other people to pass by and admire. Your faith must
be active in love. You are a saint who is to march out into the world for service in Christ's name. When the
saints go marching out, they minister to the needs of peopie and so fulfill their God—given role.

The museum-piece approach to faith is the fallacy of passive Christianity. There’s an old camping song
that says: “Here we sit like birds in the wildemess, Waiting to be fed.” This pretty well describes how some
Christians view their life in relationship to God. God has been good to them. He has given them a Savior.
He has forgiven them their sin. To all appearances all they need do is sit back and “wait to be fed” on “the
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pure milk of the Word™ (to use more words from St. Peter). And so they “sit like birds in the wildemess."

This kind of Christianity is but a dim reflection of the vital faith described in the New Testament. New
Testament writers make it clear that you are not merely saved FROM something but that you are also saved
FOR something. You are saved FROM sin and death, to be sure. But you are also saved FOR the work of
ministry.

Saved From Sin and Death

You believe that Christ died for you. He took the punishment that you deserved because of your sin. And
because He died for you, you are forgiven. You are saved from your sin and the consequences of your sin.
You go free because Christ wore your bonds. St. Paul put it this way: “In Him we have redemption through
His blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of His grace.” (Ephesians 1:7) This is
the Good News! This is the Gospel in all of its richness and glory.

The word “redemgption” as used in the above passage originally referred to the ransoming of a slave from
bondage by the payment of a sum of money. Today the word is heard around pawnshops. A person who
has pawned a watch can “redeem” it by paying the necessary price. Until the price is paid, the watch is said
to be “in hock."

By your sin and rebellion against God, you put yourself “in hock” spiritually. To make things worse, you
could do nothing to “redeem” yourseif. But what you could not do, God did for you in the person of His Son.
Jesus paid the ransom price for you. He redeemed you with His own blood so that you are no longer "in
hock.” You are free!

Free To Serve

However, you are not simply free FROM something. You are also free FOR something! No bondage
is greater than that of being free and yet not using that freedom FOR something. God did not intend our
freedom to be a mere release into a vacuum. Freedom in Christ is freedom to act, to minister, to serve.
*For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that
we should walk in them.” (Ephesians 2:10)

You can be grateful that St. Paul added this verse to the strong declaration of salvation by grace
preceding it. It delivers him from the charge often made against him that he had no use for good works. The






