Sermon, Feb 12, 2012, Epiphany 6, Mark 1:40-45, When Jesus Touches You, Jesus Heals You

Grace mercy and peace from Jesus who cleanses you and because of that you reach out and touch others in need.
Introduction: Ryan White was born Dec. 6, 1971, and died April 8, 1990, one month before his high school graduation. Ryan was an American teenager from Kokomo, Indiana, who became a national poster child for those diagnosed with HIV/AIDS after being expelled from middle school because of his infection.

Ryan White was a hemophiliac and in 1984 became infected with HIV from a contaminated blood treatment. White was, at first, given only six months to live.

Though doctors emphatically stressed that Ryan White posed no risk to others, students in his school, parents, and even teachers in Kokomo rallied against his return to the classroom.

Ryan White appeared frequently in the media with celebrities such as Elton John, Michael Jackson, and Phil Donahue. He surprised his doctors and lived five years longer than first expected.

In our text for today, Mk 1:40–45, we read of a man with leprosy. It may be difficult for us to relate to someone with leprosy today, but, like Ryan White, this man was an outcast in his society—emotionally, spiritually, and physically.

In stark contrast to the judgment and complacency of the society around him, however, Jesus had compassion on this man with leprosy. Jesus looked on the man with compassion, reached out his hand, and healed him. In our day too,

Jesus Reaches into the Stench of Our Human Condition, beyond the Judgment and Complacency of Those Who Will Not, and Brings Comfort
and Healing to Those in Need.

Our goal today, as we meditate on these words, is that each of you who is touched by Jesus would believe yourself cleansed by him and then touch others as he has touched you.


I.
The plight of a leper was much like that of a person with HIV/AIDS today (v 40).


A.
Like Ryan White, the leper in our text was a complete outcast of society.


1.
2 Ki 5:1–14 tells the story of Naaman, a leader of many but stricken with leprosy. His story illustrates how difficult leprosy was for those who were afflicted.


2.
In our text, one can sense the desperation this man with leprosy felt: he was “imploring” Jesus, throwing himself at his feet.


B.
Lev 13:3 reveals that if you had leprosy, you had to show yourself to the priest. Until the priest declared you clean, you were unclean.


1.
The judgment, like that of HIV/AIDS, carried with it not only a physical diagnosis but often a moral judgment.


2.
Others would shun a person with leprosy, just as Ryan White’s community shunned him.


II.
Jesus has mercy on those who are outcast and considered unclean.


A.
Throughout the Scriptures, we see Jesus come to the aid of those rejected by others.


1.
Jesus feeds the multitudes the disciples would have sent away (Mk 6:35–36).


2.
Jesus sits with sinners and eats with them (Lk 15:2).


3.
Jesus takes little children into his arms and blesses them (Mk 10:13–16).


4.
Jesus comes to the home of Zacchaeus the tax collector (Lk 19:1–10).


B.
Jesus is willing to defile himself for the sake of those he came to save (v 41).


1.
Jesus looks with mercy on the man with leprosy and with indignation on those who are complacent and judgmental.


2.
Jesus reached out beyond the climate of the society and touched the man with leprosy, even though this rendered Jesus ceremonially unclean.


3.
Jesus was not concerned for his own well-being or what others would think of him.


III.
In the same way that Jesus touches and heals the man with leprosy, Jesus touches and heals you and me (v 42).


A.
Jesus stoops down from heaven and enters our world of sin. He lived in this sick ward—which, if we could see it as it really is, is not a bright, sterile hallway of private rooms with fresh sheets and smiling staff, but a mass ward of bleeding, oozing, gagging patients. He lived where sin is, where we are.


B.
Jesus touches us on the cross of Calvary, where he takes our sin and every disease upon himself, where he defiles himself for us, and where he becomes the outcast of God for our sake (Mt 27:46).


C.
Now Jesus touches us with his Means of Grace.


1.
Jesus touches us with his Word of grace in Confession and Absolution.


2.
Jesus touches us in the waters of Holy Baptism, where he bathes us and makes us clean.


3.
Jesus touches us in the Sacrament of the Altar, where he gives us his very body and blood.

Conclusion: In stark contrast to a society and culture that separates itself from those they judge to be “unclean,” Jesus Christ, the Son of God, steps out of heaven and into the lives of those in need and shunned by others. Jesus looks on those he came to save with mercy and compassion. He reaches out beyond social norms, even at his own risk. Jesus dirties himself—he defiles himself—and he touches us. He heals us. He takes away our sin and our blemish. He presents us to his Father and declares us “clean.”

In fervent gratitude, let us live our lives with greater thanks for all Jesus has done for us, and let us open our eyes and our hearts to those around us. Let us look at others as Jesus looks at us. Let us reach out to others as Jesus reaches out to all, providing them with his mercy and healing touch. Amen.
The peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus unto life everlasting.  Amen.  Cpr.Cph. V. 22, Part 1, Series B
